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The top floor of a building on 16th Avenue in lrvington is dismantled

" Phote by Jerry McCrea

after township officials condemned the structure

/ Irvington condemns
house, moves fami ||es

By BARRY CARTER

. An emergency demolition began
yesterday on a five-family house in Ir-
vington that was structurally unsafe
and contained four feet of raw sewage
in its basement.

The three-story house at 349 16th
Ave. was condemned last week and its
30 residents were temporarily relocat-
ed to the Irvington Motor Lodge, said
Mayor J. Walter Jonkoski.

Jonkoski, who was involved in
having the bulldmg vacated and demol-
ished, said his office was flooded with
calls from neighborhood residents com-
plaining about the smell of the raw
sewage.

“You couldn’t stand out here,” said
Jonkoski, who was at the site yaster—
day. “The odorwas so-great.”

The sewage was pumped out of the-
basement last week after fire and
health depariment officials inspected
the building and ordered it condemned.

Jonkoski said a pipe had burst and
the sewage leaked into the basement.

Structurally, Jonkoski said the
stairs were separated from the walls,
and the walls were leaning.

.ment,

The residents were living in the
building rent-free for the last three
months after the owners abandoned the
property.

According to officials in the tax
assessors office, the owners are Mi-
chael Shaler and Vu'guua Rodgers, who .
listed the detenoratmg property as
their address.

Henry F. Blank, du'ector of the Of-
fice of Community Development and
Planning, said the displaced residents
will be housed in the lodge for about
two weeks. :

He said financial assistance will

be offered when they find another place |

to live, and each renter will receive
$1,000 a year for four years to help off-
set any increase in rent at a new apart-

Ye;terda

ually, and heavy equipment will come
in Saturday tovgmsh the job, Jonkoskl
said.

A small one-story dwelling next to

- the building also will be razed.

The $40,000 cost to demolish the
building will be paid out of the town-
ship’s demolition fund.

Essex pays ex-official $125,000 as consultant

By LAUREN ROBINSON

The Essex County freeholders yes-
terday approved a $125,000 consultant
contract to retain Joseph Galluzzi, the
county’s former treasurer and acting fi-
nance director.

Galluzzi, who submitted his resig-
nation on June 30, said he relinquished
his $66,000-a-year post to rededicate
himself to his private accounting firm
in Irvington.

“I have mixed emotions about not
being involved in the day-to-day opera-
tions anymore,” he told the board yes~
terday. “Once bi get a job on its way, I

like to stick with it and see it through.

“The time has come now where
the demand on my time. .. goes far be-
yond what I had ever anticipated,” Gal-
luzzi continned. “We did accomplish an
awful lot. At this point, I've run out of
steam and would like to go back to my
practice.”

Galluzzi, who is credited with sav-
ing the county millions of dollars by re-
vamping such systems as financial data
networks and the_old employee pen-
sion plan, agreed to act as a consultant
after the idea was proposed by County
Executive Nicholas Amato.

The contract, which also grants
Galluzzi $1 per $1, 000 par value for the
underwriting of negotiated bond issues,

- was opposed by Freeholders Monroe

Lustbader and Arthur Clay.

While there was no debate over
Galluzzi’s expertise or &luahﬁcatlons as
a financial consultant, the two opposing
frecholders called the $125,000 fee “ex-
cessive” and the added allowance for
bond services “a dangerous precedent.”

“If I was a full-time department
head making $65,000 a year and saw
this contract for a part-time consultant,
with no hours specified, making almost
double...I'd be outraged,” Lustbader
said.

“I think we’re entering dangerous
ground with the potential for conflict
we are creating by giving an override
fee on bond issues,” he continued. “The
larger the bond issue being recom-
mended by the consultant the larger
his fee.”

Clay acknowledged Galluzzi’s ac-
complishments in allowing the county

Former treasurer stepped down
to devote time to accounting firm

to operate since 1987 without raising
taxes, but said the new county treasur-
er should be qualified enough to carry
out his financial plan.

“If we approve this contract,
we're contradicting what this board has
gone on record for,” he asserted. “For
example, when Mr. (H. Curtis) Meanor
was on contract, we couldn’t wait for
the county executive to put him on sala-
ry. In fact, we voted down a $100,000
salary for him.”

Meanor, the acting county counsel,
worked as a consultant for years before
assumning his post. The board is in liti-
gation with Meanor concerning his sal-
ary and was advised by board counsel
to refrain from alluding to the matter
during the public session.

Freeholder James Cavanaugh said
Galluzzi's ability to save tax dollars
would more than make up for the fee he
was charging for the service. -

“It seems to me we would be
throwing the baby out with the bath
water if we don’t somehow keep Mr.
Galluzzi to monitor the innovative pro-
grams he has implemented,” Free-
holder President Joseph Parlavecchio
agreed.

“We're talking about a unique ap-

proach to financial management. I've
seen many governments taking on fi-
nancial advisers in these times,” he
said.

Also yesterday, board members
approved a resolution requiring the
county clerk to add a nonbinding refer-
endum concerning auto insurance re-
form to the Nov. 7 ballot.

Clay, who introduced the resolu-
tion on behalf of New Jersey Citizen
Action, said he hoped voter feedback

would pressure state officials o act on - |

a problem that affects most residents.

The question asks if the free-
holders should adopt a resolution advis-
ing the state to roll back auto insurance
rates by 20 percent, to abolish the Joint
Underwriting Association, which covers
motorists who cannot obtain policies
on open market, and eliminate related
surcharges.

It also asks if the resolution should
advise replacement of the JUA with a
system that allows “good” drivers to
choose their insurance companies and
establishes an assigned risk plan for
drivers who do not meet such criteria.

Freeholders also accepted nomi-
nations by Amato to change five acting
county directors to director status. The

Joseph Galluzzi T
‘Mixed emotions’ on leaving

-

nominees, who appeared before the
board for discussion before a vote next
week, were:

Mark Parnes, Office of Manag&
ment and Budget; Sheila Oliver, Divis
sion of Community Action; M.J. Peter»
son, Division of Employment Training:.
Anthony Imperiale, Emergency Man:
agement, and Nicholas Struble, Depart—
ment of Public Works.

H|||5|de-’ro-Newark chase ends in crash

By KINGA BORONDY

Erratic driving aitracted the atiention of two Hillside
police officers who tried to stop a vehicle and then followed
it into Newark, where it crashed early yesterday, leaving
two Newark men in critical condition, police said.

Gregorio Soto, 24, of Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, .
the driver, was in ‘critical condition in University Hospltal
while Martin Cruz, 24, also of Martin Luther King Jr. Boule-
vard, was in fair condition, said Roger Ramsey, a hospital

spokesman.

Hillside Officers Michael Katsoudas and David Swider
saw the car run a red light on North Broad Street at

1:15 a.m,, said Capt. Henry Cenkner.

The car was being driven without lights and the offr
cers followed it through Hillside, trying to stop it, only-
to have the driver evade the patrol car.

“It was a slow-speed pursuit,” Cenkner said, adding the‘
chase through parts of Elizabeth and Newark did not exceed”
25 or 30 miles an hour. “At one point, when they drove
across a ballfield in Weequahic Park, it was down to
10 miles an hour.”

The officers noticed something being thrown from the
“car and continued the pursuit. “The officers were about six

blocks away when they saw a flash of light and when they

arrived, realized the suspects had crashed,” Cenkner said.
The men were charged with eluding police, reckless
driving and motor vehicle violations, Cenkner said.

- workers began tearing |
apart the thir "floor of the house man--

Essex college guard
killed by stray bullet

By KINGA BORONDY

A security guard employed by
Essex.County College was shot and
killed by a stray bullet early yesterday
as he talked to friends in the lobby of
an apartment building on West Kinney
Street, police said.

Cleveland Darren Butler, 23, of

Cleveland Butler
Shot while in apartment lobby

338 W. Kinney St. died at 10:25 am.
yesterday after being struck in the
forehead by a bullet meant for someone
else, said Detective Dan Collins, a po-
lice spokesman.

Butler was speaking with friends
in the lobby of the high-rise apartment
building where he lived with his parents
about 1:15 a.m. when an unknown gun-
man ran by chasing someone, Collins
said.

As he drew even with Butler, the
man fired and the bullet sttuck Butler,

When Officers Ronald Lucas -and
Henry Moore arrived, they found the
victim alone in the lobby, Collins said.

Newark Detective Gary Miller and
James Gold of the Essex County Prose-
cator’s Office are seeking witnesses and

" are asking anyone with information to

call police.

Described as a person who
“doesn’t know how to get tired” by Lt.
Anthony Harris of the Essex County
College Police Deparfment, Butler had
worked as an unarmed security guard
at the college for about a year. .

“He worked very hard and was
well-liked. He will be missed by the de-
partm.d_ ent and the people here,” Harris
sail

Butler applied for the job in the
hopes of eventually becoming a police
officer at the college, Harris said, ex-
plaining that the officers are usually
hired from among the guards.

“He knew there were no guaran-
tees to becoming a police officer within
a certain time period and accepted

;  that,” Harris said.

But Butler always offered to work
overtime and help ont if the college

B vecded him.

“When we had fights among the
kids from Central High School who
were catting across the property, he
was always out in the let or
gym area, where he could help subdue
the problem,” Harris said.

“He had a great attitude toward
the public,” Harris added.

Butler was working two jobs, with
the college and with anofher security
firm in Newark.

“He just lived in a neighborhood
that wasn’t desirable,” Harris said, ad-
ding he had lived there all his life. “He
was talking about it being time he got
his own place. A move may have been
in the works.”

Orange man seized in child sex assault

Orange Police arrested a 25-year-
old man Tuesday and charged him with
sexually assaulting a 7fear-old girl,
said Police Director Charles Cobbertt.

Rickie Wells was arrested at his
Central Avenue residence at 9:30 p.m.
and"harged with aggravated sexual as-
sault.

An investigation by Detective Do-
minick Searola and the state Division of

»".;,s .

i -

Family and Youth Services also found
that the girl was sodomized.

Cobbertt said Wells was a former
boyfriend of the child’s mother, who
called police in July to report the inci-
dent.

Wells is being held without bail
and is scheduled to be arraigned today
in Orange Municipal Court.

IGIANT 'CARPET'S

I.OWES'I' PRI ES

THURSDAY
. FRIDAY AND
- SATURDAY!

5q. vd.
Completely installed

sq. vd.
Completely instalied

Durable nyion
for hard use

102

Completely installed

Ccompletely lnstalled

*

DupPont
AINMASTER saxony
99

sa. yo.
completely installed

: 25%
¥

completely instalied

compietely installed

FRIENDSHIP

NO PAYMENTS AND
' NO INTEREST 'TIL 1990!*

Traditional Cotonial
heathertone

sa. vd.
Completely installed

48 HOUR
INSTALLATION
'AVAILABLE.
contamporary hion

88 9

sq. vd.
Cornpiletely installed

50 -

Original prices of $12.99 to $45.99 sq. va
Every sale price includes
custom instaliation over

© qudlity padding.

*4**

Toe-sinking soft 100% ﬂ'll‘l For
saxony

1350 vad.

Completely instalied

completely installed completely instalied

*For qualified customers wvth 30% down on a minimum purchase of
$750. Good for carpet purchased August 17-22, 1989, Certain restric-
tions apply. See store for details; Ask about 3 Giant Carpet Preferred~

R°v0!vmg Credit Card

COLOSSAL CLOSE-OUT OF
HAND MADE RUGS FROM CHINA!

PEKING

FLORAL

Completely instaiied

Made of the finest New Zealand wools!
Double-lustre washed to a soft silken sheen!
Hand tufted construction, with a hand carv-
ed finish. Hand knotted fringe on both
ends. 7 designs induding Peking, Friend-
ship, Floral and Art Nouveaux. Colors: Blacks,
Blues, Reds, lvarys, Pinks and more!
All sizes approximate. Subject to prior
56" x 86"
was $999

505

completely nsraued

sale — come early
for Dest selection.

Amenca S Best Carpet Buys®
GIANT SAVINGS ARE JUST MINUTES AWAY

ROCHELLE PARK

SHOWROOM & CLEARANCE CENTER
Rt. 17 N. (% mile N. of Rt. 80) % mile S. of Rt. 4,
¢ Paramus, next to Pier 1 kmports - TEL: 845-7900

LITTLE FALLS

Rt. 46, Caldor/Pathmark Flaza - TEL: 890-1550

SPRINGFIELD

Rt. 22 Center Isiand TEL: 564-6977

CHERRY HILL

TEL: {609) 488-0022

EATONTOWN.
R1. 35 North, 2 Blocks sauth of

Monmouth Mail, next to Seaman's

(201) 544-9100

taddonfield Rd.. opp. Cherry Hill Mafi

EAST BRUNSWICK
R1. 18 & Tices Lane, Bradiees-
Channel Center - TEL: 390-5000

OTHER STORES IN THE METRO
NEW YORK AREA

NEW YORK CITY: flushmg. Booilyn

Wocdside & Sronx

WOODBRIDGE
U.S. 1 & Gilf Lane, opposite
Woodbridge Mall - TEL: 636-5222

‘We instad acywhers in N.Y., N.J., Conn., Pa. ar Del.

LONG ISLAND: Carie Place. Farmingdate.
Centereach & Valiey Stream

WESTCHESTER: Pon Chester & Yorkers

§|uu of America. Intermediate price reductions may have been taken. Not respansible tor typographicat errors. All safes subject to prior sale. Remnaats & rugs priced for carpet only. tnstallation minimum 12 sq. yds.



lenny
Highlight

lenny
Highlight


